
Gerlien L. Croes
Master of Laws in
Globalization and Law

ABOUT ME

SKILLS

COURSES

LANGUAGES

CONTACT

EDUCATION

Leadership
Teamwork
Honesty
Patience
Motivating

Specialization: Economic Law
Thesis: Investment Law in European
Overseas Countries and Territories; The
case of Aruba and Bermuda.

Capacity Building for the
implementation of the SDG's in Aruba

Master’s Degree Globalization & Law

Maastricht University
2012 - 2013

Specialization: Comparative Law
Thesis: Aruba and its International Human
Rights obligations as an autonomous country
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

Bachelor’s Degree International European Law

The Hague University, The Netherlands
2007 – 2011

Project: Exchange Program Erasmus + Madrid,
Spain

International European Law

Universidad Pontifica Comillas de Madrid
2009 - 2010

Voorbereidend Wetenschappelijk
Onderwijs (VWO)

Zadkine VAVO Educatie Rotterdam
1999 – 2007

2021

Enabling closer Cooperation / Junior
Diplomats from Latin America &
Caribbean - Clingendael Institute
The Hague

2019

Dutch
English
Papiamento
Spanish

gerliencroes@gmail.com

Date of Birth: 7 February 1987

Place of Birth: Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Nationality: Dutch

At just 37 years old, I am a devoted mother of 
two energetic boys. Born in the Netherlands 
and raised by Aruban parents, I have always 
had a deep connection to my roots. From a 
young age, I dreamed of a career in politics, 
driven by a desire to make a meaningful 
impact on my beloved island of Aruba. 
Today, I proudly hold the title of the
youngest Parliament Member of Aruba and 
the youngest founder of a political party, 
named Futuro. With a wealth of experience 
from working with international
organizations, I am dedicated to bringing 
positive change and innovation to my
community.



COURSES

European Development Fund
Budget Support Procedures
Curacao -  Europe Aid
Co-operation Office

2018

Erasmus+ Funding Opportunities
for Youth

2016

Master course on Comparative
European and Caribbean
Integration Law – University of Aruba

2016

EXPERIENCE

Parliament of Aruba
2021 – 2024

Minister of Kingdom Relations,
Education, Youth, Innovation & Sports
2025

ADVANCE Human Resources Service
Aruba Consultancy
2011 – 2012

Office of the European Union
and Kingdom Relations
2016 – 2021
Policy Advisor for
Cooperation with Kingdom partners and
the European Union; Kingdom regulations
and constitutional matters; General Office
Affairs; Local contact point for European
Affairs, the Overseas Countries and
Territories Association and the Dutch
National Agencies for EU funds;
Development, Coordination & proper
Execution of European Horizontal (subsidies)
Programs (ERASMUS+ COSME, LIFE,
HORIZON2020, BEST)

Management Support Associate

Aruba Foreign Affairs Department
2010 – 2011
Main judicial task was the preparation of
Aruba's Human Rights Periodic State
Reports, to the United Nations Human
Rights Committees

ONSTREAM Group International
2014 – 2015
Resourcing & Development
Consultant – Oil & Gas:
Management & Compliance of project(s)
contract(s) & Consultant(s); 
Liaising with Client(s) and Consultant(s)
on applicable procedures to project(s)
execution and the development of a
trustworthy relationship; 
Assist the recruitment department provide
project support to team members, including
but not limited to Business development
on the Dutch market, recruitment &
company certifications


